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PEKING STUDENT CONFERENCE 


February 4-11 the Peking Reform Committee conducted a student conference, with 144 young 
people present, 38 from the student body of Yenching Theological Seminary, and the rest from 
the following churches; Methodist, Congregational, Seventh Day Adventist, Church of Christ in 
China, Episcopal, Assemblies of God, Salvation Army, and the Holiness Church (Sheng-chieh 
Chiao-hui), Huang P’ei-yung, a former YMCA Secretary and now assistant pastor of Moore Me- 
morial Church in Shanghai, gave a series of addresses on church unity and the body of Christ, The 
testimonial articles by students who participated indicate that Mr, Huang made a deep impression, 
especially with a sermon based on the twin questions, Where are thou? (addressed to Adam) and 
Where is thy brother? (addressed to Cain). | 


The Tien Feng report does not state that this Conference held by the Reform Committee was 
an innovation, In the reports that we have had previously, however, there has been no indication 
“ Reform Committee direction, so that the conclusion seems probable that this Committee has 
ow taken over the direction of the conferences because they have shown themselves to be very 
popular, This inference is borne out by a confession in one of the testimonial articles that the 
students were quite suspicious of the Reform Committee and evidently accepted very reluctantly 
its assumption of control, Some of the students involved are very conservative in their theology, 
and among them the idea was current that the Reform Committee only believed half the Bible, 
and had no adequate doctrine of atonement, The testimonials state that Huang Pei-yung’s 
addresses effectually dispelled all these suspicions, 


NINGPO METHODISTS MEET 


The Ningpo District of the Methodist Church (Shun Tao Hui) held its fourth district meeting 
in K’aiming Church, Ningpo, January 5-8, 1954. Those present included the District Executive 
Committee, all preachers and workers, and lay delegates from the circuits, a total of over sixty 
persons, On the first day the Chairman of the Executive Committee, Rev. Fang Ai-shih, reported 
that the work of the district was in prosperous condition, and the financial report which was pre- 
sented later bears this out, Total income for 1953 was 77% above that for 1952, and income for 
pastors’ salaries was raised 53%, Ssuch’iao, on the Yinchen Circuit, built a new church during 
the past year, and Ch'iu-ts'un, on the Yinfeng Circuit, built a two room parsonage, Others of 
the fifty or more churches of the district helped these two places in raising the needed money, 

In the last session three inquirers from Hsiangshan who for some reason had not had opportunity 
before to be baptized were baptized, 


CCC IN HANGCHOW 


The 41st session of the Hangchow District of the Church of Christ in China met in the T’ien- 
shui Church in Hangchow January 25-28, 1954. 26 churches were represented by 13 ordained 
ministers, 19 evangelists, and 16 lay delegates, A new executive committee of 13 was appointed 
for the current year, In the choice of names for this committee the old rule of having only or- 

ued about 20 times a year to keep mission boards and missionaries informed on Christian work 
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dained ministers or elders as members was broken by adding several younger laymen to help in 
the administration of the district, More than 80% of the churches had made property improve- 
ments during the year 1953. The devotions were led one morning by the Secretary, Rev. Peter 
Tsai, and the other two mornings by two young preachers on trial, who preached trial sermons, 


CHUNGKING REFORM COMMITTEE MEETING 


The Chungking Reform Committee met on March 5, with 51 church workers present, to re- 
ceive reports of work during the second half of 1953. During that period the True Jesus Church 
was ‘‘assisted’’ in organizing a Reform Committee, They had previously considered it un- 
necessary, as they thought they had no imperialistic poison, but after appropriate study they 
realized their mistake, The figures on church membership as given in the report are; 1351 at 
the end of 1953, an increase of 539 over the end of 1952, or 66%, However, the number of 
baptisms is given as only 56, so the most of these new members must have been either transfers 
from other places o; restorations of previously baptized and lapsed members, One of the tasks 
of the Reform Committee is to help each church make out its membership list to register with 
the government. 


CHINA UNDER COMMUNIST CONTROL 


This is a pamphlet in the Behind the Headlines series, written by Dr, Stewart Allen (formerly 
Canadian Church, Chungking), and published by the Canadian Institute of International Affairs, 
230 Bloor Street West, Toronto 5, Ontario (15 cents), Our readers will find it useful with thought- 
ful church groups in a study of the subject. He deals fairly with the social improvements which 
the Communists have introduced, but finds these more than offset by the fear and repression 
which Communist methods inevitably involve, As to Communist aggressive designs, he says from 
his own experience in an indoctrination class, ‘It was very plainly stated that the Chinese plan to 
assist in ushering in world communism,’’ 


HIGHER EDUCATION IN COMMUNIST CHINA 


This is one of a series of monographs being published by the Union Research Institute of 


Kong (P.O, Private Bag, K-1, Kowloon, $2.00 for this volume, which was published in Decend) eS 


1953). For the most part the data presented come from Communist reports, although personal 
statements by refugee professors in Hong Kong are also taken into account. The attitude of the 
author, Chung Shih, is definitely anti-Communist, but the study itself is quite objective, and 
apparently quite accurate, 


The following quotation from his summary will show his point of view: ‘‘A professor re- 
visiting the mainland after five years’ absence would find a Rip Van Winkle’s village. Ali in- 
stitutions of higher learning, after a thorough reorganization, are strictly controlled by central 
planning; private and provincial ones are abolished; the level of ‘college’ in the University is 
omitted; the system of ‘Speciality’ is set up; curricula are radically changed; so are teaching 
organizations, methods, plans, programs and materials; teachers, humiliated and subdued, work 
feverishly 70 hours a week to carry on the collective teaching by GDDT; students, exalted or 
disgusted by indoctrination, consume whatever is given them with fatalistic obedience. ...The 
student is assigned to a Speciality which he may never have dreamed of, taught by representatives 
of GDDTs, and, equipped with a limited technical knowledge, sent to a job allocated to him of 
which he may know nothing.*’ 


The Speciality is a system of courses leading to a particular technical proficiency; there 
are no electives; all the courses are required of every student assigned to that Speciality. GDDT 
is short for Groups of Design and Direction of Teaching, There are usually from 5 to 15 profes- 
sors in each GDDT, and they teach on a collective basis, Each must submit all his lectures to 
the others of his Group for criticism, This, it is needless to say, is a very time-consuming 
process, 


This new pattern of higher learning did not emerge at once, but is the result of several stages 
of reform which have rapidly followed one another during the past five years, The author seems 
to assume that the approximately final stage is that evolution has been reached, and that the 
present pattern will not be altered except in details, 


For those who are interested in knowing what has happened to the schools in which they n@® 
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’ é spent a large part of their lives, this book will be of real interest, 


SSIONARY NEWS 


Religious News Service has reported that ten Roman Catholic missionaries, one prefect 
apostolic and nine priests, arrived in Hong Kong from the mainland during March, Still in 
China were seven bishops, five prefects apostolic, 130 priests, and 65 nuns, a total of 207 
missionaries of that church, A Hong Kong despatch of April 16 notes the arrival there of three 
more German Catholic missionaries by boat from Tientsin, one priest and two nuns, 


Miss Mabel Nowlin, formerly in Peking, is now in Singapore and has just published a book 
of Sunday School lessons in two editions, English and Chinese, One of her tasks is to teach 
Religious Education in Trinity College, the union theological seminary there, 


Douglas Sargent (CMS, West China) is now in charge of the CMS Men's Training College 
at Chislehurst, Kent, 


CHURCH NEWS 


Yuanchiang in Hunan is a county on the shores of Tungting Lake. It has 24 churches, be- 
longing to the North Hunan Lutheran Synod, the Mid-Hunan Lutheran Synod, the True Jesus 
Church, and the Christian and Missionary Alliance, There are more than I ,000 church members, 
of whom over 300 have signed the Manifesto, They have recently (period covered not stated) 
added over a hundred new members, and there are now over 80 inquirers on the various church 
rolls, 


A four-day young people's conference was held in Nanking in February, with 50 young people 
present, Main speakers were K. H. Ting, Ting Yu-chang (both from Nanking Theological Semi- 
nary), Chiang P’ei-feng and Sun Han-shu, One feature of the conference was prayer for Chair- 
man Mao and the country, 


) ‘9 In Chekiang province Wuhsing county Yats’un village, the sixth electoral! district consists of 
80 farm families, of which 50 are entirely Christian, An earnest Christian Ts’ao Fa-hsiang has 
been elected Cultural and Religious member for this district. He has organized a literacy school 
which now has 41 students, All four of its. teachers are Christians, 


Methodist pastor Ko Chuin-teh in Yuintsao, Anhwei, Mid-China Annual Conference, has 
been elected member of the local council, 


In Honan province the Tungming church bought two pigs, 170 pounds of onions and 100 
pounds of salt, and gave it as gifts to the families of men in military service, 


In Yuch’eng in Shantung province representatives of the churches met on February 23 under 
the chairmanship of the Secretary for Religious Affairs, and elected one of their number Wang 
P’u-hsin to go to Shanghai to take part in the Study Class there, One of the Yuch’eng pastors, 
Shang Ch’ing-yuin, has been elected member of the county council, 


A retreat for church workers was held in Peking January 7-13 in the Yenching Seminary prop- 
erty, The main speakers were President K, H,. Ting and Vice-president Ting Yu-chang of Nanking 
Theological Seminary, This is the first time I have seen any reference to Ting Yu-chang as Vice- 
president, He was formerly with the North China Seminary which moved some years ago from 
Tenghsien Shantung to Wusih, and then united with Nanking. 130 church workers and go staff and 
student body of the Yenching Seminary were present at this retreat, 


Chinkiang Methodist pastor Chu Shih-yen reports that the funeral of one of the churchmembers 
who had a son in the army was attended by a number of the government officials, The funeral was 
held in the Methodist Church on Big West Road, 


A new church building was dedicated in Ch’en-ts’un, Shensi, on February 12, The report 
states that this village had never had a church, and that before liberation the members used to 
meet in the home of one of the members, But after liberation the members found themselves 
better off than they had been before, particularly after the Land Reform, and so they have 
able to raise the money to build this church, Over 100 were present at the dedication 
services, 


The Hsiungyo church in Liaotung province reports that at their communion service on Febru- 
14, 14 inquirers were baptized, 


